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Welcome, Uganda, as the new Co-Chair, and heartfelt
thanks to Indonesia for their outstanding leadership.
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own experience under Idi Amln, when Indlan entrepreneurs
were expelled, setting back the economy.“Entrepreneurs are
critical. When we expelled the Indians, we lost a lot. They
were helping us. That was another strategic bottleneck,”
he noted.On Africas continued export of raw materials,
Museveni said this practice has left the continent donating
wealth and jobs to the rest of the world.“When you export
raw coffee, you get $2.5 (sh9,300) per kilogramme. But when
someone adds value roasts, grinds, and packages it they
earn up to $40 (sh149,000). So in every kilogramme, Africa
donates over $20 (sh74,000) to the world,” he said.

Museveni also warned against exporting minerals such as

er the years, become a unique platform
that enables candid conversations on Africa’s development
trajectory, global trends, and the continent’s response to
emerging challenges”The former president also stressed the
importance of translating the forum’s outcomes into concrete
action.“We hope that this African Leadership Forum will
serve as a call for bold and proactive solutions, and for a
renewed commitment across the continent. The outcomes
must go beyond recommendations; they mustlead to practical
solutions that can be implemented”Kikwete reaffirmed the
forum’s role in promoting regional co-operation, knowledge
sharing, and sustainable growth through leadership that is
visionary, committed and accountable.
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Tanzanian businessman Moha
African who has made it to the 20
22 wealthiest Africans. The top 22 Africa
dominated by businessmen from South Afrie
Egypt and Morocco.
With a wealth of about $2.2 billion, the lone Tanzanian i
the top 22 wealthiest people on the continent also effectively
assumes the richest East African businessman tag by being
the only person in the EAC region to break into the exclusive
circle of billionaires dominated by South Africans, Nigerians,
Egyptians and Moroccan businessmen.

The only Ugandans to have ever made it to the list of the top
20 wealthiest Africans on the continent in the last 10 years
is Mr Sudhir Ruparelia, who was ranked number 18 in the
whole of Africa, according to the second ‘Africa’s 40 Richest’
list released by Forbes magazine then.

With less than a month to celebrate his 49th birthday, Dewji
is also Africa’s youngest billionaire.

Mr Dewji leads the METL Group, a Tanzanian powerhouse
with diverse interests in manufacturing, agriculture, and
distribution. Operating in over 11 countries, his business
empire continues to drive industrial growth across Tanzania
and beyond. He is also a dedicated philanthropist, channeling
substantial funds into education and healthcare initiatives to
uplift communities’ livelihoods.

Africa’s billionaires

Africas top billionaires’ combined wealth surpassed the
$100 billion mark for the first time. The 22 billionaires from
Africa saw their fortunes grow to a total of $105 billion, up
from $82.4 billion and 20 billionaires last year. This is a step
in the right direction as considering several institutional
and structural challenges standing in the way of generating

reg
Business
strong on the firs
year in a row with an
from $13.9 billion previo
The second richest African is Se
tycoon Johann Rupert, whose fort
percent. Rupert has held the number two
three years.South Africa had the largest number ofb
this year, with seven, followed by four from Nigeria and
from Egypt. The list also includes three solo billionaires fro
Morocco, Algeria, Zimbabwe and finally from Tanzania - the
businessman Mohammed Dewiji.

Utility

Mohammed Dewji is the CEO of METL, a Tanzanian
conglomerate founded by his father in the 1970s. METL is
active in textile manufacturing, flour milling, beverages and
edible oils in eastern, southern and central Africa.

METL operates in 10 African countries, including Uganda,
Ethiopia and Kenya.Dewji, Tanzania’s only billionaire, signed
the Giving Pledge in 2016, promising to donate at least half
his fortune to philanthropic causes. Dewji, who was once a
politician, is believed to have been kidnapped at gunpoint in
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania in October 2018 and released after
nine days.
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trade deficit with the world dropped by 83.7% in February
2025 from the same month of the previous year, according
to official data.At $44.26 million, the deficit was much lower
than the $271.10 million posted in February 2024 due to a
major increase in export earnings coupled with a decline in
the import bill over this period. According to the figures at the
Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development,
export earnings from merchandise rose by 32.3% to $843.05
million in February 2025 from $637.16 million in the same
month of the previous year.

On the other hand, the total import value reduced by a
slight 2.3 percent from $908.25 million in February 2024 to
$887.31 million in February 2024.The deficit for the month
was even narrower than that recorded in January 2025, by
$77.3 mainly on account of a decline in imports of 15.8 %.
This decline absorbed the slight reduction in exports in that
month to post an overall deficit reduction.

The growth in exports was mainly been attributed to
increased earnings from crop exports led by coftee, cocoa,
and tobacco, with coffee alone accounting for $167 million,
which was more than double the $82.56 million of the same
month of the previous year.The rise in coffee earnings was
mainly because of the general increase in the international
coffee prices as well as a rise in the volume the country
exported.During the month, the average unit value for coffee
was $5.03 per kilogram, up from $4.74 posted in January,
while in February last year, a kilo went for an average of $3.17.
According to the Department of Coffee at the Ministry of
Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries, the number
of 60-kilogram bags of coffee exported rose to 555,756 in
February 2025 from 434,582 in February 2024.

In January this year, coffee export earnings amounted to
$156.5 million .“Uganda continues to harness the benefits of
strategic Government interventions in the coffee subsector
that have led to an increase in coffee farming as well as better
handling, resulting in improved output,” says the Ministry
of Finance.The coffee price boom is mainly attributed to
extreme weather conditions in major producing countries,
mainly Brazil and Vietnam, where the crop has been greatly
affected.This has come amidst increasing global demand,
especially in the Middle East and Asia. Analysts predict that
the global coffee exports are expected to be further disrupted
when the European Union Deforestation Regulations come
into force in December this year. These regulations aim to
block from the EU coffee that was produced on lands that
were recently deforested land.The difficulty in complying,
especially by the poorer and smallholder growers, could see
a decline in global exports.Improved performance was also
registered in the exports of cocoa beans, 164.4% to $68.7
million in February 2025 from $25.98 million in February
2024. Also, earnings from tobacco exports increased five
times from $2.89 million in February 2024 to $17.05
million in February 2025.0ther notable commodities that

boom is helping Uganda’s frade balan

=
ce
contributed to the growth registered for export earnings in
February 2025 compared to the same period a year before
included mineral products, fish and their products, and sim
sim, among others.

Mineral products earned the country $318.71 million in
February 2025, compared to $263.88 million in February
2024, but this was a slight reduction from the $323.84 million
in January this year, while maize exports fell by 49.9%.

Sugar exports dropped by 45.6% , and fish and their products
declined by 12.4%.

Middle East Factor

The Middle East remains the biggest market for Uganda’s
exports in February 2025, accounting for a third of the total
merchandise exported during the month.

Almost all the exports to the Middle East, about 97.5 percent
were destined for the United Arab Emirates.

The East African Community (EAC) followed, taking in 25
percent of Uganda’s exports during the month.

Other notable markets for Uganda included the European
Union and Asia, which accounted for 19.5 percent and 13.3
percent of the exports, respectively.

ImportsDuring February 2025, the value of merchandise
imports registered a decline both on a month-by-month
basis and on a year-on-year basis.

The value of imports amounted to $887.31 million in
February 2025, which is a 2.3% decline when compared to
$908.25 million recorded in the same month of the previous
year.And compared to January 2025, when import values
totalled $1,054.19 million, the decline in imports was even
bigger at 15.8% to the February figures, mainly driven by
formal private sector oil and non-oil imports.

Vegetable products, animal products, beverages, fats and
oil imports declined by 48.6% between January 2025 and
February 2025.0n an annual basis, there was a 5.3% decline
between February 2024 and February 2025.

Similarly, chemical products declined by 40.2% and 27.1%
during those respective periods.Other merchandise that
recorded significant declines in the value earned from their
importation during February 2025 included base metals and
their products, wood and wood products, and petroleum
products.Uganda’s main source of imports was Asia, with
35.8%, with China accounting for more than half (52.6%)
of the imports from that region, followed by India.The
EAC followed with 25.7%, mostly dominated by Tanzania.
Uganda’s negative trade balance mainly came from trade
with Asia, where a $205.28 million deficit was recorded.
Uganda exported to Asia $112 million worth of goods, but
imports from there were worth $318 million.Uganda traded
at a deficit with the EAC of $16.92 million and $92.1 million
with the rest of Africa.On the other hand, there were trade
surpluses with the Middle East of $182 million, the European
Union $64.54 million, and the Rest of Europe, $12.43 million
and others.
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Envoy woos Chinese
investors to explore
Uganda’s cultural, tourism
potential

Uganda’s Consul General in Guangzhou
Judyth Nsababera has asked Chinese
investors to consider exploring Uganda’s
rich cultural heritage and tourism
potential, an area she said is still virgin for
business prospects.

Speaking at the cultural and tourism event
dubbed ‘Bridging Tradition and Progress :
A Ugandan Story’ which was organised by
the Consulate on April 21, Ms Nsababera
described Uganda as both a cultural jewel
and an emerging investment powerhouse.
Today, we open a window into a country
that is as rich in opportunity as it is in
heritage, » she said, referring to Uganda
as « The Pearl of Africa » phrase that rang
true with every breathtaking frame of a
short documentary shown at the event. A
From gorilla tracking in the misty
Bwindi forests to game drives across
Queen Elizabeth’s golden plains, the
video showcased Uganda’s unrivalled
tourism potential. But the message was
clear : Uganda is not just a destination for
tourists-it’s a land of untapped potential
for global investors.

The event also spotlighted Uganda’s
four key investment pillars-Agriculture,
Tourism, Mining, and Science and
Technology (ATMS)— positioning the
country as a strategic entry point into
East and Central Africa.

Ms Nsababera asked entrepreneurs,
innovators, and academics to become
part of Uganda’s growth journey.

She said the Consulate will, starting
in May, lead exclusive guided tours to
Uganda, tailored for prospective investors
and partners eager to experience the
country’s vibrant economy, rich culture,
and investment-ready climate firsthand.

« Uganda will soon have a permanent
consulate building in Guangzhou’s
Haizhu District, marking over 60 years
of diplomatic relations with China. The
new consulate symbolises a deepening
bond between the two nations and a firm
commitment to future collaboration, »
she said.

« Come and discover Uganda-where
tradition dances with innovation, »
Nsababera urged, leaving guests with
a lasting impression of a nation on the
move.

With a young and dynamic population,
vast natural resources, and a pro-business
government, officials said that Uganda is
increasingly seen as one of Africa’s most
attractive frontiers for investment.

sbusein@ug.nationmedia.com

UK REAFFIRMS
commitment to Uganda’s sustainable development

By Eve Muganga

What you need to know:

Lord Collins met with Ugandan officials and researchers to discuss ways to boost
breakthroughs in HIV/AIDS treatment and research, disease surveillance, and
expert exchange on viral infection control

The UK’s Minister for Africa, Lord Ray Collins of Highbury, is in Uganda to
reinforce Great Britain's commitment to sustainable development and viral
research.

During his two-day visit, Lord Collins met with Ugandan officials and researchers
to discuss ways to boost breakthroughs in HIV/AIDS treatment and research,
disease surveillance, and
expert exchange on viral
infection control.

Lord Collins emphasised
the UKs commitment
to building equal
partnerships with
Uganda, stating, “My
visit to Uganda reaffirms
the UK’s unwavering
commitment to building
equal partnerships that
support sustainable
development and drive mutually beneficial economic growth in the region. We
are dedicated to working closely with our Ugandan partners to achieve shared
prosperity and a brighter future for all”

Prof Moffat Nyirenda, the Director of the Medical Research Council/Uganda
Virus Research Institute and London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine
Uganda Research Unit (MRC/UVRI & LSHTM Uganda Research Unit, said they
feel honored for his visit.

“His visit here is essentially because the unit is one of the biggest UK investment
in terms of health research and also appreciate what the UK investment is
contributing to the Ugandan health systems in terms of strengthening the
systems, generating evidence that will be crucial and also came to see what the
infrastructure that is here has been and can be leveraged to respond to national
health challenges,” he said. He added that, “ in the 80s, HIV was really bad in
Uganda and the UK government responded to that request from the Ugandan
government to help with the pandemic by establishing this unit. So we have had
a long history of contributing to the HIV challenges” He noted that unit also do
research of other viruses.

“We do research in a lot of trying for vaccines ourselves, not just testing other
people’s vaccines, but even developing vaccines from within Uganda from the
Ugandan government however there are other areas, like non communicable
diseases, diabetes, hypertension, mental health, all these things are now part of
the unit’s research portfolio”

Prof Nyirenda also expressed

underfunding as one of the biggest challenges they face, “ there are challenges in
funding and there are more and more people competing for very small amounts
of resources, and even traditional funders. You've heard about funding cuts in
the US, there has been a reduction in international aid from the UK. So all those
put a lot of pressure on us as scientists, as organizations that engage in science to
sustain ourselves, because, obviously, most of the funding comes from outside,
you know, Africa, outside Uganda a So, so it’s going to be challenging, but luckily
for Uganda, the government is very keen on promoting science.”

During his two-day visit, Lord Collins announced the launch of a new UK-
Uganda Growth Dialogue between the UK and the Ministry of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development. The UK-Uganda Growth Dialogue will
be a quarterly series of discussions on commercial deals, business environment
and economic policy to identify opportunities to increase trade and investment
between the two nations which will unblock barriers to trade and create new
opportunities for collaboration.Lord Collins also visited areas of UK investments
such as Zembo, a leading e-mobility company in Uganda, which has received
financing from UK Innovate and Private Infrastructure Development Group.
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UGANDA

Can Be Food Basket Of The World Querido

Agnes Kirabo, the Executive Director of Food Rights
Alliance (FRA), noted that FAO under Querido gave
the civil society sector a lot of space to engage, especially
in protection of food systems.

Agricultural Organization (FAO) envoy Dr Antonio
Querido has hailed Uganda’s agriculture sector, noting
that the East African nation has the potential to be a
food basket for the world if harnessed well.

Querido made the revelation while speaking during
a farewell meeting with civil society and members of
academia at Buganda Road in Kampala on Wednesday
(April 16).

Querido, a Cape Verde national, is set to leave
Uganda for Cameroon as the country’s FAO resident
representative after his six-year tenure came to an end
this month in Kampala.

« I believe transformation is possible, » he said.
According to him, Uganda should intensify work
on conservation of its ecosystem and ensure that the
environment is harnessed.

He said that although Uganda has some of the
best ecosystems in the world, there are still gaps in
conservation - highlighted by the rising environmental
degradation and increasing natural calamities such as
flooding.

Querido also urged civil society to “continue amplifying
the voice of the poor women, and the youth to have
space in the allocation of resources”.

“Transformative change’

Agnes Kirabo, the Executive Director of Food Rights
Alliance (FRA), noted that FAO under Querido gave
the civil society sector a lot of space to engage, especially
in protection of food systems.

Food systems are the networks needed to produce and
transform food, and ensure it reaches consumers.

“We look forward to that moment when every child
shall be able to live to their full potential and ensure
that no person shall live a non-dignifying life because
of failure to have a meal,” she said

Grace Musimani, general secretary of the Uganda
Forum for Agricultural Advisory Services and CEO
Annual Agricultural Sector awards organizers, said
the departing FAO envoy pushed for awarding people
to inspire excellence in the work of future agriculture
innovators and entrepreneurs.

He also said FAO helped Uganda in the fight against a
number of emergencies, including locusts and recently

.
ab:
Economic

Magazine|

mango virus, which came from West Africa. He said
this was hitting farmers in western Uganda but with
support from FAO Uganda was declared free from the
virus.

Musimanisaid that thanks to Querido’s leadership, the
FAO office in Uganda now has an office with a land title,
having had none for over 30 years.

“They have done a lot of transformative change in
Karamoja and helped smallholder farmers have a
voice,” he said.

Prof Achilleo Kaaya of Makerere University
Department of Food Technology and Nutrition, said
thanks to support from FAO, “the tide is being turned”
in combating aflatoxin contamination.

Chariton Namuwoza, the chief executive officer at
National Organic Agricultural Movement of Uganda,
thanked Querido for helping support marketing
strategy for agriculture in the Parish Development
Model (PDM).

Who is Querido ?

Querido was appointed as country representative in
Uganda in December 2018.

Heholds a Bachelor’s degree in Plant Science-Agronomy
from the University of California, Davis, USA ; a
Master’s Degree in Environmental System Analysis and
Monitoring, ITC, Enschede, The Netherlands ; and a
PhD in Tropical Plant and Soil Science, University of
Hawaii, Honolulu, USA.

He started his career in 1993 as a Researcher/Head of
Environmental Science Department at the National
Institute for Agricultural Research and Development
(INIDA), in Praia, Cape Verde.

Science Department at the National Institute for
Agricultural Research and Development (INIDA), in
Praia, Cape Verde.

From 2008 to 2010, he served as Dean of the Science
and Technology Department at the University of Cape
Verde, Praia. He then joined UNDP in 2010 as Head
of the Environmental, Energy and Disaster Prevention
Unit, in Cape Verde and later served as Chief Technical
Advisor, at the FAO Representation in Angola from
2016.
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Uganda strengthen bilateral ties with 8 new agreements

Uganda’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Gen Jeje Odongo (L), and
Ethiopia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Gedion Timothewos,
display copies of MoU’s after signing them in Adis Ababa on
April 04, 2025.Ethiopia and Uganda have strengthened their
bilateral ties by signing eight landmark agreements, marking a
significant milestone in their relationship. The deals cover key
areas such as aviation, energy, agriculture, trade, and water
resource management.The agreements were signed during
the 4th Session of the Ethiopia-Uganda Joint Ministerial
Commission (JMC), which concluded on April 4, 2025, in
Addis Ababa, according to a statement by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, issued on April 04, 2025. Uganda’s delegation,
led by Minister of Foreign Affairs Gen. Jeje Odongo, and
Ethiopias delegation, led by Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr
Gedion.In his opening remarks, Dr Timothewos welcomed
Gen. Odongo and his delegation to Addis Ababa, expressing
the government of FDR Ethiopia’s delight to host the fourth
Ethiopia-Uganda Joint Ministerial Commission meeting.

He also expressed his belief that this Joint Ministerial
Commission would provide the opportunity to take stock of
the bilateral relations and further enhance the cooperation for
the benefit of our two peoples.

Dr Timothewos emphasised the need to enhance regional
cooperation to deal with mounting challenges that the two
countries are facing. The Minister also recognised the excellent
partnership in ensuring equitable and reasonable utilisation of
the Nile Waters.Dr Timothewos highlighted the importance
of Ethiopia and Uganda’s collective effort and coordination to
counter terrorism in the region, working closely with IGAD.
While expressing gratitude to the Ethiopian Delegation,
Gen Odongo, noted that the 4th Session of the JMC was
held when bilateral relations between the two countries had

MUSEVENI

blossomed and flourished ever since they were established
many years ago. The JMC’s six-year hiatus did not affect the
commitment of both countries to keep relations “alive, vibrant
and productive”. This commitment was exemplified in the
various high-level exchanges of visits between Addis Ababa
and Kampala, including at the highest levels, ongoing bilateral
engagements in different sectors, and constant interactions in
other regional and international forums,” said Gen Odongo.
Gen Odongo emphasised the commitment of the Government
of Uganda to our relations with Ethiopia.

“This JMC will be the latest building block to propel the
bilateral relations to greater heights and provide an opportunity
to explore and agree on many areas of cooperation,” he added.
Gen Odongo expressed cognizance of the many issues and
subjects that bring both countries together, forming part of
the deliberations during the JMC session, such as diplomatic
consultations, transboundary water management, regional
peace and security, trade, energy, immigration, tourism,
agriculture, and transport.

The highlight of the two-day meeting was the signing of 8
Memoranda of Understanding, including:

a. Bilateral Air Services Agreement b. MoU on Industrial
Cooperation c. MoU on Cooperation in the Energy Sector

d. MoU on Water Resource Management e. MoU on Technical
Cooperation in Agriculture, Animal Industry, and Fisheries.
f. MoU on Cooperation in Aviation Training g. MoU on
Cooperation and Assistance in Aircraft Accident and Incident
Investigation. h. MoU on Trade Cooperation

The two Ministers expressed their Governments’ readiness
and commitment to implement all agreed positions arising out
of the fourth Session of the JMC so as to drive our relations to
new heights.

Uganda to focus on African markets amid U.S. tariff hike

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni
has said the country will prioritize
African markets following the United
States” decision to impose a 10 percent
tariff on imports from most countries.
In a speech shared by the state-owned
Uganda Broadcasting Corporation
on Thursday, Museveni said Uganda
already has alternative markets for its
exports.“Trump has put a tax, what
shall we do? You have Africa, work on
Africa” Museveni said, emphasizing
the continents vast geographic size
and large population.“In the next

30 years, the population of Africa
will be the biggest in the world. It
will be one quarter of the human
race; the president said.Earlier,
Odrek Rwabwogo, chairman of the
Presidential Advisory Committee on
Exports and Industrial Development,
told local media that Uganda is already
diversifying its export destinations,
with promising prospects in Europe
and Asia. Britain has shown strong
demand in the grain and coffee
sectors, Rwabwogo said, adding that
with Uganda Airlines set to launch
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flights to the European country this
or next month, there are hopes of
expanding market access for Ugandan
products — not only coffee but also
grains and bananas, which are already
being exported there.

According to the Office of the US.
Trade Representative, total goods
trade between the United States
and Uganda reached 238.9 million
U.SS. dollars in 2024, with Uganda
exporting 132.6 million dollars worth
of goods to the United States and
importing 106.3 million dollars.



Mgahinga National Park and Lake Bunyonyi.

2.Queen Elizabeth National Park

The expansive Queen Elizabeth National Park spans over
1,978 square kilometres and is one of Uganda’s most diverse
ecosystems, featuring savannah grasslands, wetlands,
forests, and crater lakes. It’s a premier location for travelers
who appreciate nature, wildlife, and a touch of luxury
amidst the wilderness.

The park is renowned for its incredible biodiversity, hosting
over 95 mammal and 600 bird species. For couples, a game
drive through the Kasenyi plains or the Ishasha sector-
famous for its tree-climbing lions-can be an exhilarating
way to explore the park together. Picture the thrill of
spotting elephants grazing in the distance or catching a
glimpse of a leopard lounging on a tree branch, all while
sharing the experience side by side. The sight of herds of
buffaloes, antelopes, and warthogs moving gracefully across
the plains is a mesmerising backdrop for a romantic safari
adventure.

One of the most adventurous activities to do in Queen
Elizabeth National Park is a boat safari along the Kazinga
Channel, a natural waterway that connects Lake George
and Lake Edward.

Couples can enjoy a leisurely cruise while observing hippos
wallowing in the water, Nile crocodiles basking on the
shores, and an array of water birds in their natural habitat.
The calmness of the channel, combined with the vibrant
wildlife, makes for an unforgettable romantic setting,
especially during a sunset cruise.

Queen Elizabeth National Park also offers a variety of
accommodation options, ranging from luxury lodges
overlooking the savannah to secluded tented camps on
the edge of crater lakes. These lodges often come with
private balconies, outdoor showers, and even treehouse-
style rooms, allowing couples to immerse themselves fully
in the surrounding wilderness. At night, you can enjoy a
candlelit dinner under the vast African sky, listening to the
distant calls of lions and hyenas-a truly unique and intimate
experience.

3.Kibale Forest National Park

Kibale Forest National Park, often called the « Primate
Capital of the World, » is an exceptional destination for
couples who love nature, wildlife, and a touch of adventure.

Located in western Uganda, this dense rainforest is
renowned for its diverse population of primates, including
the largest concentration of chimpanzees in East Africa.
Travelers seeking a unique and intimate encounter with
these fascinating creatures will find Kibale both exhilarating
and deeply rewarding.

The highlight of visiting Kibale Forest is undoubtedly the
chimpanzee tracking experience. Embarking on a guided
trek through the dense forest, hand in hand, you'll hear the
distant calls of the chimpanzees as you move deeper into
the jungle. The excitement builds as you finally face these
intelligent primates, observing their playful interactions

and social behaviour. The experience is thrilling and
heartwarming, offering couples a shared awe and
appreciation for nature.

Beyond chimpanzees, Kibale Forest is home to 12 other
primate species, including the red colobus monkey, CHoest’s
monkey, and the rare Ugandan red colobus. The park also
boasts an impressive array of birdlife, with over 375 species
recorded, making it a paradise for birdwatching enthusiasts.
Couples can embark on guided nature walks, exploring the
rich biodiversity of the forest floor and the towering canopy
above. The Bigodi Wetland Sanctuary, located just outside
the park, is another must-visit for couples interested in
birdwatching, with its colourful array of bird species and
beautiful boardwalk trails.

5.Sipi Falls

Sipi Falls is a stunning series of three waterfalls that cascade
gracefully down the cliffs, making it a perfect romantic
retreat. The falls are located in the north western slopes of
Mount Elgon, an extinct volcano in Eastern Uganda.

The falls are set against green hills, coffee plantations, and
terraced farms, offering breathtaking scenery that feels like
a world away from the hustle and bustle of daily life.

The highlight of any visit to Sipi Falls is the opportunity
to explore the three main waterfalls through guided
hikes. Travelers can choose from various trails that cater
to different fitness levels, allowing you to experience the
cascading waters up close. The cool mist from the falls and
the panoramic views of the Karamoja plains below create a
serene and refreshing atmosphere.

In conclusion, Uganda is an incredibly rich tourist
destination boasting of hosting a vast array of attractions.
Uganda’s national parks host high species biodiversity with
a high level of endemism. The destinations mentioned
above are just a few of the amazing destinations that you
can craft in your journey plan.
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BEST 5 PLACES
to Visitin Uganda This Year

Uganda presents a rare blend of serene environments,
captivating wildlife encounters, and culturally immersive
experiences for couples seeking a refined yet adventurous
getaway. The allure of Uganda lies in its versatility.
Travelers can seamlessly transition from its crystal-clear
lakes’ calming environment to its national parks’ vibrant
energy. Whether one prefers an intimate boat ride along
the Nile or a thrilling safari expedition, Uganda caters to
various interests, providing an ideal backdrop for adventure
escapades. The country is renowned for its exclusive wildlife
experiences, such as gorilla trekking in lush forests and
witnessing dramatic waterfall vistas.

Additionally, Uganda’s hospitality is characterized by its
warm, welcoming locals and accommodations that range
from opulent lodges to secluded, eco-friendly retreats,
ensuring an experience that balances comfort with
authenticity. For couples yearning for a travel destination
that offers tranquility and adventure, Uganda provides
various opportunities to craft enduring memories.
1.Bwindi Impenetrable National Park

Bwindi Impenetrable National Park is one of Uganda’s most
iconic destinations, especially for adventure seekers looking
for challenging activities during their journey. Located in
the country’s southwestern part, Bwindi Impenetrable
Forest is a UNESCO World Heritage Site that has drawn
visitors from far and wide for years. This park is most
famous for being home to nearly half the world’s remaining
mountain gorillas.

Embarking on a gorilla trek in Bwindi is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience that offers a unique opportunity for
couples to connect with nature and each other. The trek can
be challenging, involving several hours of hiking through
steep, forested terrain. However, the reward of encountering

a family of gentle giants in their natural habitat in Bwindi
is nothing short of magical. Imagine the two of you, hand
in hand, standing in awe as a silverback gorilla gazes back
at you-it's a shared moment bound to create a lifelong
memory.

Beyond the gorillas, Bwindi offers a variety of other amazing
experiences, including guided nature walks, birdwatching,
and cultural visits to the Batwa community. Travelers
can also explore scenic trails like the Buhoma-Nkuringo
route, which provides breathtaking views of the Virunga
Mountains. After a day of trekking, you can unwind at one
of the many eco-lodges that

dot the edges of the forest. These lodges provide cosy,
intimate settings, with candle-lit dinners, private balconies
overlooking the forest, and soothing sounds of the jungle.
2. Lake Mburo National Park

The less known Lake Mburo National Park is the most
accessible of all Uganda’s national parks. The park hosts
incredible attractions that include open savannas of
different types; grasslands, wetlands, shrubs etc. Animals to
tick off the list during your safari in Lake Mburo National
Park include Zebras, Impala, Buffaloes, eland, waterbuck,
bushback etc.

The wetlands are home of Sitatunga (a swamp antelope),
hippos, Nile crocodiles, fish and a wide variety of bird
species. Lake Mburo National Park is easily accessible by
game drive trucks, nature walks etc. Animal salt licks are an
endearing feature of this park.

Among the activities to enjoy in Lake Mburo National Park
include, game drives (both day and night game drives),
boat cruises, bird watching, horse riding, cycling and many
more. The park is an ultimate stop over for tourists traveling
to far destinations including Bwindi Impenetrable Forest,
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COMESA

Sounds Alarm Over U.S. Tariffs Affecting 8 Members

Exports from COMESA members,
such as Kenyas textile products and
Zambias copper, will grapple with
inflated prices in the U.S. market,
while prices of essential capital goods
from the United States will also rise.

LUSAKA - The Common Market
for Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA) cautioned on Friday
that eight out of its 21 member
states would encounter serious trade
challenges due to new tariffs imposed
by the United States.According to
a statement by the regional bloc,
the affected countries could face
significant declines in trade volumes.

Those at risk include : the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Libya,
Madagascar, ~Malawi, Mauritius,
Tunisia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.The
COMESA said that while the United
States is not a primary trading partner
for the region, the increased tariffs are
poised to trigger major supply and
demandShocks across member states.
Exports from COMESA members,
such as Kenya’s textile products and
Zambia’s copper, will grapple with
inflated prices in the U.S. market,
while prices of essential capital goods
from the United States will also rise.

COMESA Director of Trade and

REIMAGINING TORORO

A bold call for new districts as engines of economic development

Bureaucratic burdens.
What Has Been Done ?

Customs Christopher Onyango said
the new US. tariffs marked a stark
departure from the intent of the
African Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA),whichhaslongunderpinned
the US.-Africa trade ties.« The
uncertainty around AGOA raises
concerns that these tariff policies may
result in substantial production cuts
and massive job losses across African
economies, » he said.Policy brief
advised COMESA countries to adopt
a variable cooperative strategy, such
as facilitating open negotiations and
binding agreements with countries in
East Asia and Europe.

regular audits and public engagement mechanisms.
Conclusion : Turning Boundaries into Opportunities

Feasibility Study

Led by the Ministry of Local Government in partnership

with local leaders, civil society, and citizens.

Community Engagement : Usually people have a say in

where, why, and how new districts should be formed.

What Has Be Done ?

Plan for Sustainability

Develop a phased plan with budget forecasts, human

resource needs, and infrastructure priorities.

Enforce Accountability

Each new district must be held accountable through
wra

Ecor

Creating new districts in Tororo is not about dividing
people ; it’s about multiplying opportunities. It's about
ensuring that a child in Mella or Kirewa has the same
access to services as one in Tororo town. It’s about turning
border towns into international gateways, transforming
farmers into agribusiness leaders, and giving our youth a
reason to believe that home can be a place of hope.

Let’s keep the conversation open, inclusive, and focused
on development ; not division. The future of Tororo lies
not in its borders, but in the potential of every citizen
within them.
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Welcome, Uganda, as the new Co-Chair, and hearifelt
thanks to Indonesia for their outstanding leadership.

UGANDA

Netherlands to co-chair global climate group

Uganda and the Netherlands have been elected co-
chairs of the Coalition of Finance Ministers for Climate
Action, a group of 98 member countries.

This came at the ongoing 2025 Spring meetings of the
World Bank Group and International Monetary Fund
(IMF) in Washington, D.C., USA.

The World Bank and the IMF host the secretariat of the
coalition, a grouping of Finance Ministers committed to
taking collective and domestic action on climate change
and achieving the objectives of the Paris Agreement.
The Paris Agreement is an international treaty on
climate change adopted in 2015, with the main goal
of keeping global temperature increase well below 2
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. The stronger
goal is to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

The Minister of State for General Duties, Henry
Musasizi on behalf of the Government of Uganda,
received the co-chairmanship role from the outgoing
co-chair, H.E. Sri Mulyani Indrawati, the Finance
Minister of Indonesia.

“We deeply appreciate the trust placed in us and we
are committed to advancing our shared climate and
economic goals,” said Minister Musasizi

He said Ugandas central focus during its co-
chairmanship will be adaptation.

“We believe adaptation efforts are not just necessary
for resilience but are also key to unlocking economic
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opportunities,” said the Minister.

Musasizi, who was accompanied by PSST Ramathan
Ggoobi and other technical staff, said Finance
Ministers must integrate climate goals into fiscal policy,
budgeting, planning and debt management, in addition
to mobilising both public and private resources.

He said Uganda will work in close partnership with
all 98 member countries and Institutional partners,
including the World Bank and the IME

The Principles are aspirational and serve to give
a common purpose to countries. The specific
responsibilities of Finance Ministers may differ from
one country to another, and it is acknowledged that
Coalition Members work within their respective
mandates to implement the Principles,” says the note
from the World Bank.

The Principles mention the support of technical
assistance from development partners.

The World Bank has relevant programs such as the
Carbon Accelerator Programme for the Environment
(CAPE) and the Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDC) Support Facility.

Other institutions like the IMF, the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),
UN Development Programme (UNDP) and other UN
agencies, also provide technical assistance and analytical
support to countries.
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The Arabic economic is a periodical issued by the Uganda in Arabic foundation, which represents the Arabic eye in

Uganda. It forces on opportunities in the fields of tourism, business, and the lasted economic development.

The monthly Arabic Economic Magazines aims to monitor investment and education opportunities besides life in

Uganda for the Arab community in general and the Sudanese in a ore specified way.
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